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VY cTaTTi po3riasiHyTO poJib KapaiotopakanbHoro iHaekcy (KTI) y audepeHuiaabHiil 1iarHOCTULIL
CHpPaBXHbOI KapaioMerail Ta 30UIbIIEHHS TiHI Ceplisl, CHPUYMHEHOTO NepuKapaialbHUM BUIIO-
ToM. He3Baxaiouu Ha po3BUTOK Cy4YaCHMX METO/IB Bi3yalli3allii, peHTreHorpadisi opraHiB rpyaHoi
KJIITUHU 3aJIUIIAETHCS HAWOUIbII JOCTYIHUM METOJIOM IepBUHHOIL AiarHocTuku, a KTI — xiio-
YOBUM CKPMHIHIOBUM ITOKa3HUKOM. [IpoaHai3oBaHO peHTIeHOJIOTIUHI KpUTepil AudepeHiialii:
IJIsI COpaBXHbBOI KapaioMeraiii xapakTepHi mmoctynoBe 30iibiieHHs1 KTI Ta HasiBHICTB JiereHe-
BOI'0O BEHO3HOI'O 3aCTOl0, TOAi SIK JJIs MepuKapAiaJbHOTO BUHOOTY — IuBUIKe 30uUIblIeHHS KTI,
(bopMyBaHHSI «K0JIOONOAIOHOI» TiHi ceplsl Ta BiACYTHICTh 3acTor. OcoOJMBY yBary MmpUIiJIeHO
mBuakocTi 3MiHM KTI 9K KpUTUYHOMY IiarHOCTUYHOMY iHAMKATOPY, 110 BigoOpaxkae nmatodisi-
OJIOTil0 HAaKOIMMYEHHS piavHu B nepukapni. IlinkpeciieHo, mo HopMmanbHuii KTI He Bukiouae
rOCTPOI TaMIIOHAAMW CEpPLs, a AiarHo3 noTpedye MmiATBepAKeHHs exoKapaiorpadi€lo.

KnouoBi cioBa: kapmioTopakaidbHMiI iHAEKC, AudepeHlialbHa OiarHOCTUKA, KapaioMerais,
nepuKapaiaabHUI BUIIIT, peHTreHorpadist opraHiB rpyJHoOI KJIITMHU, TaMITOHAaJa Ceplisl, eXxoKap-
nJiorpadis.

AkTyanabHicTh. He3Baxkaouu Ha 3HaUHMIA ~ Ta €KOHOMIYHO BUTIAHUM METOAOM Iep-
PO3BUTOK METOJIB Bi3yalizallii (exokap- BUHHOI AiarHOCTMKKU B OLIBIIOCTI MeANY-
niorpagist, KT, MPT), peHtreHorpagissi HMUX YyCTaHOB I10 BCbOMY CBiTYy, OCOOJMBO
opraHiB rpyaHoi kiaitnuau (OI'K) 3anuira- B yMoBax obMexeHux pecypciB. Kapmio-
€TbCSl HAMOIIBII AOOCTYITHUM, IIBUAKUM  TopakaibHuil iHmekc (KTI), gk mpoctuii
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i IIBUAKUN MOKA3HMK, 11O BUMIPIOETHCS
Ha peHtreHorpami OI'K, € Ki1o4yoBUM
IHCTpPYMEHTOM CKPHUHIHTY, SKWHA MOXe
HaJaTW TMEPBUHHY iHMOpPMALil0 PO PO3-
Mip cepus e 10 NPOBEICHHS CIIeLiani30-
BaHMX gocaimkens [1]. Lle mpu3BoauTh 10
HEOOXiTHOCTI MaKCHUMaJIbHO €(EKTUBHO
BUKOPUCTOBYBATH LIEW MPOCTUN TTOKA3ZHUK
JJIs1 TIGPBUHHOTO COPTYBAHHSI MALi€HTIB.

JHudepeHuiaibHa  JiarHOCTMKA  MixX
CHpPaBXHbBOIO KapaioMeramiero (YHaCIiIoK
rineptpodii / Aunarailii, Hampukiaaa, 3a
XpPOHIYHOI CepLEeBOl HEIOCTAaTHOCTI, Kap-
JiomionaTii TOILINO) Ta 30iIbLICHHSIM TiHi
cepusi, CIPUYMHEHUM TepUKapaiaJbHUM
BUIIOTOM, € XXUTTEBO BaXXJIMBOKO, OCKLUIbKHU
Ma€ TPUHLMUIIOBO Pi3HI MIAXOAU 0 JIKY-
BaHHSI.

Takum 4yMHOM, BUHHUKA€E MOTpeda B UiT-
KWUX, DOCTYITHUX 1 IIBUAKUX KPUTEPisIX HA
eTarni MepBMHHOI JTiarHOCTUKM, SIKi JaayThb
MOKJIMBICTbB JIiKapio OOTrpyHTOBAHO 3allijl-
O3PUTHU TOW UM IHIIMKA CTaH i MPU3HAYUTHU
JOLIJIbHE OOCTEXKEHHS.

Mera po60oTH — TIABMILEHHS piBHS
NpoiHPOPMOBAHOCTI  JIiKapiB  TEpPBUH-
HOI JJaHKM HaJaHHS MEIWYHOI JONOMOIU
moa0  AaudepeHLiaJbHO  AIarHOCTUYHOI
ninHocti KTI 3a cripaBxXHbO1 Kapaiomera-
JIi1 Ta 30UIBLIEHHS PO3MIpIB CEpPLEBOI TiHI
3a MepuKapAiaJIbHOro BUIOTY.

Marepiamm Ta metomu. [IpoBeneHo aHaTi3
Ta CUCTeMaTH3allil0 JaHUX CYy4aCHOI HayKo-
BOI JIITepaTypH, KJIIHIYHAX PEKOMEHIALIIA Ta
OITISIIOBUX CTaTEi, MPUCBIYEHUX BUKOPHUC-
TaHHIO KapAioTOpaKaJlbHOTO iHIAEKCY, HOro
JIarHOCTUYHIN LIHHOCTI I OOMEXEHHSIM Yy
JIarHOCTULII KapaioMeraJiil Ta nepuKapaiaib-
Horo Bunoty. Oco0aMBYy yBary MNpUAIEHO
MOPIBHSUIBHOMY aHaJli3y PEHTIEHOJIOTIYHUX
O3HaK i MaTodi3ioJIOriYyHMX MEXaHi3MiB, 1110
JIEXaTb B OCHOBI LIMX CTaHIB.

Buknan ocHoBHoro marepianxy. Kapmio-
topakanbHuii iHaekc (KTI) — ue cniBBia-
HOIIEHHSI MaKCUMAaJbHOTO MOIEPEYHOIO
JiaMeTpa CepueBoi TiHI 10 MAaKCUMaJbHOTO
BHYTPILLIHBOIO JiaME€Tpa TPYAHOl KJITKHU
Ha ONISOOBIM pEHTreHorpami y TIpsSMii
npoexiii. 3HaueHHs1 KTI € 00’eKTuBHUM
KUJTBKICHUM MMOKa3HMKOM Kapaiomeralii [1;
2]. Ilonpu HecneuungiyHiCTh, e MoKa3-
HUK BIJITPa€ BaXKJIMBY POJIb Yy TEPBUHHIN
IUdepeHLiiHIi iarHOCTULI CIpPaBXHBOL
Kapaiomeraiii (rineptpodil Miokapaa 4u
JuiaTalii KaMep) Ta nceBaoKapaioMeralii,
COPUYMHEHOI MepUKapaiaJlbHUM BUIIOTOM
[2; 3].

OomexenHa KTI:

— Hecneuudiunicts: KTI He € cnenu-
(biyHMM 11 KOHKPETHOTO 3aXBOPIOBAHHS
cepusa. 36inbmieHHs KTI wmoxe Oytu
BUKJIMKAHE PI3HUMHU TPUYMHAMM, 1 IS
BCTAHOBJIEHHS TOYHOIO JiarHo3y Heo0-
X1IH1 1OATKOBI JOCTIIKEHHS.

— TexHiYHi (paKTOpH: HA TOYHICTb BUMi-
proBaHHsI KTI MOXyTb BIJIMBaTH TEXHIYHI
(hakTOpU, SIK-OT MOJIOKEHHS Ialli€HTa ITi/
yac peHTreHorpadii, (asa guxaHHS Ta
SIKICTb 3HiIMKa.

IIpote 3a  yMOBM  HiBeJIOBaHHS
cy6’ektuBHUX 4yMHHUKIB KTI pouinbHO
BUKOPUCTOBYBAaTU $IK KiJIbKICHUI KpHUTE-
pili BUBHAUEHHS KapaioMeralii.

CrnpaBxXHs KapaioMerajisd BAHUKA€E BHA-
CJIiAOK 30iblIEHHST M’ 5130BO1 Macu (Tinep-
Tpodisi) abo pO3ILIMPEHHSI KaMmep cepls
(munmaTaiist), 10 XapaKTepHO IS XPOHiU-
Hoi cepueBoi HegocTtatHOCTI (XCH), kap-
Jiomionartiii (AuiaTtauiiiHOlI Ta TiMmepTpo-
(¢iuHOI), KI1anaHHUX Ban cepud [2].

PentreHosioriudvi  3MiHM B TakKoOMy
BUMAJKY XapaKTepe3ylThCs 30UTbIIEHHIM
KTI, gxke 3a3Buuaii € moMipHuM ab0 3Ha-
YHUM, ajleé BiZOyBa€ThCS MOCTYMOBO, MpPO-
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TssroM TpuBajoro yacy [3]. CepueBa TiHb
npu LUbOMY 3AeOUIbLIOro 30epirae Biji-
HOCHO HOpMaJIbHy aHaTOMiYHY KOHQiry-
palito, xoua Moxe OyTH BUIHO BUITMHAHHS
KOHTYpiB, IO BIiAMNOBIAAIOTh 30LIbLICHIN
KaMepi (Hampukian, 30iJblIeHHS JIiBOTO
nepeacepass abo nuiyHouka) [2]. Takox
BUSIBJISIIOTBCSI O3HAKMW JIETEHEBOTO BEHO3-
HOI'0 3aCTOI0 Ta iHTEPCTULIaJIbHOIO / ajlb-
BEOJIIPHOTO HAOPSIKY JIereHb (HAIpUKJIaI,
JiHil Kepii).

[lepukapmiaibHUil BUIIIT — 1I€ HAKO-
MNUYEHHS PIAMHU MDK BiCLHEpaJbHUM 1
napi€eTaJlbHUM  JIMCTKAaMU  MepUKapja.
HakonuyeHHsI 3HAYHOI KiJIbKOCTI piIMHU
(zazBuyait > 200—250 wmu1) TIpU3BOAUTH
IO PO3LUIMPEHHS TiHI IepuUKapaiaib-
HOI CYMKM, IMITYIOUM KapJioMeraiiio
[4]. PenTreHosnoriyuHa KapTuWHa XapakTe-
pi3yeTbcd 3HAYHUM 30uUTblIeHHIM KTI
(> 0,60), i e 30iAbLIEHHS MOXE BimOy-
BaTUCS ILIBUAKO (y TocTpux craHax) [3].
TiHnb cepist HabyBae xapaKTepHOI «KOJ100-
noaioHoi» (flask-shaped) abo «milikomno-
ni0HOI» KoHirypallii i3 IIMPOKOIO OCHO-
Boro. KoHTypu cepus CTarOTh MIaAKUMMU,
CUMETPUUYHUMU Ta HEUITKMMHU, OCKIJIbKU
nepuKapaiajJbHa pigrHa oropTae cepue [2;
3]. Ha BigMiHy Big XpOHIYHOI KapaioMme-
rajii, 3a 130J1bOBAaHOTO II€pUKaAPIiaIbHOTO
BUMNOTY (OCOOJMBO TOCTPOro abo Tammo-

HaAu) BiICYTHi PEHTIEHOJIOTiYHiI O3HAaKU
JIETEHEBOrO BEHO3HOT'O 3aCTOI0, OCKIJIBKU
TUCK Yy JIETEHEBUX BEHAX HE IMiIBUIIYETHCS
a00 X MiABUILEHHS Ma€ iHIIMI MEXaHi3M,
Hix y pa3i XCH [3; 4].

g HaoyHOCTI Ta TIOJEriieHHs1 aude-
PEHIIIIHOI TIarHOCTMKKU HAaBEACHO 3BEICHY
TaOJIMLIIO KJIIOYOBUX BigMIHHOCTEN (TabL. 1).

[IBMAKICTh, 3 IKOIO 3MIHIOETHCS Kapi-
OTOpaKaJIbHUM 1HAEKC 1, BIAMOBIIHO, CEp-
neBuid cunyer Ha peHTreHorpami OI'K, €
KPUTUYHUM JiaTHOCTUYHUM MOKA3HUKOM,
110 BimoOpaxka€e OCHOBHY IaTo@i3iosIorito
MepuKapAiaJbHOIO0 BUMOTY — IIBUIKICTH
HakonuyeHHs pimuHu [1]. diarHocTM4YHA
L[IHHICTb PEHTI€HOJOTIYHUX TTOKA3HMKIB,
BkatoyHO 3 KTI, 3anexurs Big B3aeMomil
JIBOX (pakToOpiB: 00’€EMY piIMHU Ta KOMII-
JIJAEHTHOCTI nepukapaa (ta6ma. 2) [5].

VY pa3zi roctporo HaKONMWYEHHS PIAUHU
(HampukJiag, 3a TpPaBMAaTMYHOIO TIeMO-
MepuKapaiymy, po3pMBY aHeBpU3MM abo
TOCTPOro 3amajieHHs) (¢iOpo3HUI Mepu-
KapJl HE BCTUTA€ PO3TATHYTUCH (KOMII-
JIJAEHTHICTb HU3bKa). lle mpusBoauThH OO
IIBMJIKOIO, PI3KOro MiABUILIEHHS BHYTPILI-
HbonepukapaiaibHoro TUckKy [3]. HasiTh
HeBeMKa KijabKicTh piguHu (150—200 M)
MOXE CHPUYMHUTU KIIIHIYHY TaMITOHAIy
cepus. OmHak ISl Bi3yaJlbHOIO PO3IIK-
PEHHsSI CEpLIEBOI TiHIi Ha peHTreHorpami

Taonuug 1

ITopiBHa/IbHA TA0JMIA O3HAK

Kpurepiii

CripaBKHA KapaiomMerais

IlepukapaianbHnii BUIT

®opma ceplieBoi TiHi

Moxe 30epiraTu HopMajbHY
KOHdirypailito, BUIMHaHHS
OKPEeMUX IIyT

«KonbomozgioHa» ado
«MiIIKOMOAiOHAa», CUMETPUYHA

Kontypu

Yitki, HepiBHOMipHi

I'magki, cuMeTpUUHi, HEUiTKi
(«3MazaHi»)

IBunkicts 30umpImeHHsT KTI

IToctynosa (Micsiii, poku)

Bing mBuakoi (aHi, TMXHI) 10
panToBOi (FTOAUHUN)

O3HaKW JereHeBOro 3aCTO

Yacto npucyTHi

3a3Buyaii BiACyTHi (KpiM BUIIAIKiB,

1o noenHyTbesa 3 XCH)

KTI 3a HagBHOCTI TaMIIOHaaAU

He xapakrepHo

Moxe 6ytu B mexax Hopmu () y
pa3i rocTporo HaKOIMMYEHHS
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Puc. 1. Pentrenorpama OI'K. Benukuii nepukappiansHuit BUIiT. XapakrepHa «Kon6onogiona»
KoHirypauis cepuenoi TiHi, ITafiKi KOHTYpH, BiICy THiCTb O3HAK JIeT€HEBOI0 3aCTOI0

Ibicepeno: https://radiopaedia.org/cases/large-pericardial-effusion-2?lang=us

Taomuug 2

TeMn HaKONMMYEHHS

O0’eM pinyHM 1JI9 TAMIIOHAIU

3mina KTI Ha pentrenorpami

T'ocTpmii (Acute) Husbkuii

(romnuu, < 1 TYKHS)

(= 150—250 ) [2]

YacTo HOpMAJIBHUIA 200
MiHiMaJIbHO 30i/IbLIEHMIT

Bucoxkwnii
(> 1000 ma) [2]

Xponiunmii / IligrocTpmii
(Subacute) (mHi, TVKHI, MicsIIi)

3HaYHO 30iMbIIeHHI
(kJ1lacuyHa «KoJsba»)

(tooTo 36inbmieHHs1 KTI > 0,50) 3a3Bu-
yaii moTpioHo moHan 200 mu piguHu [6].
Yepes mBuakuii Temn HakonuyeHHs KTI
MOX€E 3aJIMIIATACS B MeXax HOPMM, TOJIi
K Mali€EHT BXe IepedyBa€ y CTaHi Kap-
JMIIOTEHHOrO0 I1IOKYy. Y BUMAaIKaxX TOCTPOl
TpaBMu HopMaibHuil KTI He Bukiouae
TaMrnoHaau cepugd. [liarHo3 € Hacammepen
KJIIHIYHUM, TIATBEPIXYIOUMUCh €XOKapaio-
rpadielo [5; 6].

Y pasi MNoBiIBHOTO  HAKOMWYEHHS
pinuHM  (migroctpuii abo  XPOHIYHMIA
nepuKapaiaTbHUR BMIIIT) nepukap

MOCTYIIOBO AaJaITYEThCSI U PO3TITYETHCS,
10 Ja€ 3MOry TpUBajJIuMii 4yac 30epiratu

HU3bKWI  BHYTPILIHbOIIEPUKAPAiaIbHUI
TUCK. Y Takux BMIIaJKaXx 00’€M piIvMHU
Moxe pocgratu 1000 M i Oiiblue, 110
MPU3BOAUTh 10 3HAYHOTO W BHUIMMOIO
3oinbmienHs: KTI (> 0,60), dopmyroun
XapakKTepHU KOJIOOMomiOHUi cuiyeT [3].
3miHa KTI TyT € mocTtynoBoio, po3TIrHy-
TOIO B yYaci Ha JHiI a00 TUXKHIi, ajie BOHa
CTa€ BUPAXEHOIO. Y JIiTepaTypi OIMCAHO
Bunaaku, koau KTI 30inbiimBcs 3 HOp-
MaJbHOro 3HayeHHs1 (Hanpukian, 3 0,41
10 0,55) mpoTIroM OJHOTO THXKHS Y Talli-
€HTIB 13 TOCTPUM MEPUKAPIUTOM 1 PO3BU-
TKOM Burory [7]. Lle memoHcTpye, 1110 B
nigroctpux Bunaakax KTI moxe mBuako
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3pOCTaTH, aje HE HACTUIbKU MMUTTEBO, SIK
y pa3i rocTpol TpaBMaTUYHOI TaMIIOHAIM.
Takum uymHoM, mBuUiKicTh 3MiHU KTI €
HEMPSIMOIO O3HAKOl0, IO JOIOMara€ B
nudepeHLiabHiA JiarHOCTULII:

1. lIBuake, kKatacTpodiyHe  MoOrip-
LIIEHHS CTaHy TallieHTa 3 HOPMaJbHUM
KTI (ocobGauBo 1miciast TpaBMU) BKa3ye Ha
rOCTPY TaMIIOHAAy 3 HEBEJIUKUM 00’€MOM,
1O IIBUAKO HAKOMUYMUBCS.

2. IlocTymmoBe mMOTrIpIIEHHS CTaHy 3i
3HauHUM 30inbiieHHsIM KTI ta kon6o-
MOAiOHUM CHJIyeTOM BKa3y€ Ha BEJIUKMUIA,
ajie IMiArocTpuii / XpOHIYHUWIA BUIIT, LIO,
MOKJIMBO, LLIOMHO JOCIT KPUTUUYHOI TOUKH
(TaMITIOHaga HU3LKOTO TUCKY) [3].

ITotpibHO mam’saTaTv, 110 B pasi Migo-
3pY Ha TAMIOOHAAy CepLsl HOpMaJabHUI a00
MiHiMaibHO 30inbmeHuit KTI Hikonu He
MOBMHEH BUKOPUCTOBYBATUCS [IJISI BUKJIIO-
YyeHHs AiardHo3y, 31 cBOro OOKy, exokap-
niorpadisi  3aJMIIAETLCs  000B’SI3KOBUM
MeTozoM [6].

KTI, HaBiTh sIK TpyOUMii 1TOKa3HUK, 30€-
pira€ MporHOoCTUYHE 3HAUYEHHS, aKTyaJlbHe
JUIST OLIIHKWA PM3UKIB: 3a CEepLEBOI HEIO-
cratHocTi 30inb1eHHs KT TicHO Kopentoe
3 TSIKKICTIO XpOHIYHOI CEPILIEBO1 HEIOCTAT-
HOCTI Ta € He3aJeXXHUM MPOrHOCTUUYHUM
(pakTOpOM CMEPTHOCTI Ta rocrhiTajizauii
[8]. AxrtyanbHum € BuxkopuctaHHs KTI
JJ1I MOHITOPUHTY JWHAMIKM CTaHy maili-
€HTa, Xxo4ya i 3 oOMexXeHHSIMHU. Pi3ka 3miHa
KTI 3a xopoTKuii MpOMiXOK 4acy MOXKe
BKa3yBaTU Ha TOCTpUIA Mpolec, SK-OT
IIBUAKE HAKOMUYEHHS PIAVHU.

Takum ymHom, KTI cam 1o cobi He €
IU@epeHLiiHO-1iarHOCTUYHUM  1HCTpY-
MeHToM. BiH nunie KkoHcTaTye (pakT 30i1b-
LIeHHs TiHi cepusd. KioyoBumu dakro-
pamu g AudepeHLiaabHOl AiarHOCTUKU

€ dopMa TiHi Ta HAsIBHICTb / BiICYTHICTb
JlereHeBoro 3actoro. llIBuake 30iIbIIEHHS
KTI ta «konbononioHa» gopma 3a BiaCyT-
HOCTI JIETEHEBOTO 3aCTOI0 € MOTY>XXKHUMMU
MmigKa3kaMy Ha KOPHUCTb BEJIMKOIO MEPU-
KapIiaJIbHOTO BUIIOTY.

B o6ox Bumamkax 3HauyHe 30iIbLIEHHS
cepuesoi TiHi 3a KTI morpebdye nopaibiioi
Bisyaumizalii. Exokapaiorpadis € <«30J0-
TUM CTaHAapToM». BoHa ga€e MOXIIUBICTh
TOYHO BHUMIPITH TOBIUMHY CTiHOK, pO3-
Mipy Kamep (CIpaBXHS KapaioMerasis) Ta
MiATBEPAUTA HASIBHICTh i 00’€M piIUMHU B
nepuKapAiagbHiii cymui (mepukapaiaib-
HUI BUIIIT).

BucnoBku:

1. KapaiotopakaabHUI 1HIEKC € LiH-
HUM CKPUHIHTOBMM 1HCTPYMEHTOM, alie
HEJOCTaTHIM I OCTaTOYHOIro IudepeH-
LIAHOIO AiarHO3y MiX CIIPaBXHBOI Kap-
JiOMErajii€l0 Ta MNepukapaiaJibHUM BMIIO-
TOM.

2. KimouoBumu a1 nudepeHuialii €
He auuie adbcomoTtHe 3HayeHHs1 KTI, ane
i IMHaMika #oro 3MiH, popMa CepLeBOro
TiHI Ta HaSIBHICTb UM BIJCYTHICTb PEHTIE-
HOJIOTIYHUX O3HAK JIETEHEBOIO BEHO3HOIO
3aCTOl0.

3. HopmanbHe 3HaueHHs KTI He
BUKJIIOYAE HASIBHOCTI FOCTPOI TaMIOHAAU
cepls, 10 3yMOBJIEHO HU3bKOI KOMILIA-
€HTHICTIO MepuKapja Ta IUBUIKWAM HaKO-
MUYEHHSIM HEBEJIMKOIo 00’€MY piIMHMU.

4. AnropuT™M Aiii Jikapss B pa3i BUSIB-
JICHHsI 30UIbIIEHOI TiHi ceplsl IOBUHEH
nepeadavaTtu KJIIHIKO-aHAMHECTUYHY
OLIIHKY, aHali3 (GopMHU TiHI Ta CYMNYTHIX
O3HAK Ha peHTreHorpami 3 IMOJAJbIINM
00O0OB’SI3KOBMM MiATBEPIXKEHHSIM J1iarHO3y
3a JOMOMOIO0 exokapaiorpadii K «30J10-
TOrO CTaHAAPTY>».
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Frolova 1. V., Chumak O. Yu., Chumak A. O. Differential diagnosis of true cardiomegaly
and pericardial effusion: the value of the cardiothoracic index on a chest radiograph

The article discusses the role of cardiothoracic index (CTI) in the differential diagnosis of
true cardiomegaly and cardiac shadow enlargement caused by pericardial effusion. Despite
the development of modern imaging methods, chest radiography remains the most accessible
method of primary diagnosis, and CTI is a key screening indicator. Radiological differenti-
ation criteria are analyzed: true cardiomegaly is characterized by a gradual increase in CTI
and the presence of pulmonary venous congestion, while pericardial effusion is characterized
by a rapid increase in CTI, the formation of a “bulb-shaped” cardiac shadow, and the
absence of congestion. Special attention is paid to the rate of change of CTI as a critical diag-
nostic indicator reflecting the pathophysiology of fluid accumulation in the pericardium. It is
emphasized that a normal CTI does not exclude acute cardiac tamponade, and the diagnosis
requires confirmation by echocardiography.

Key words: cardiothoracic index, differential diagnosis, cardiomegaly, pericardial effusion,
chest radiography, cardiac tamponade, echocardiography.
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